
Our Town  
 

Chapter One Vocabulary Words: 

 

1. proscenium  

the part of a stage between the curtain and the orchestra  

(As the house lights go down he has finished setting the stage and, leaning against the right proscenium 

pillar, watches the late arrivals in the audience.) 

1. latitude  

an imaginary line around the Earth parallel to the equator 

The name of the town is Grover’s Corners, New Hampshire - just across the Massachusetts line: latitude 

42 degrees 40 minutes; longitude 70 degrees 37 minutes. 

2. yonder  

in an indicated distant place 

Public School’s over yonder. 

3. trellis  

latticework used to support climbing plants 

(Two arched trellises, covered with vines and flowers, are pushed out, one by each proscenium pillar.) 

4. remarkable  

worthy of notice 

Nobody very remarkable ever come out of it, s’far as we know. 

5. depot  

a station for loading and unloading passengers or goods 

And in the depot, where Shorty Hawkins is gettin’ ready to flag the 5:45 for Boston. 

6. fatigue  

temporary loss of strength and energy from hard work 

(At the point where he would turn to approach his house, he stops, sets down his - imaginary - black bag, 

takes off his hat, and rubs his face with fatigue, using an enormous handkerchief.) 
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7. laden  

filled with a great quantity 

(WEBB, laden with two large bowls, crosses through trellis, sits on bench and begins stringing beans.) 

8. legacy  

a gift of personal property by will 

GIBBS, (continues to work through scene) Well, I did beat about the bush a little and said that if I got a 

legacy - that’s the way I put it - I’d make him take me somewhere. 

9. discontented  

showing or experiencing dissatisfaction or restless longing 

No, he said, it might make him discontented with Grover’s Corners to go traipsin’ about Europe; better 

let well enough alone, he says. 

10. despair  

abandon hope; lose heart 

Mr. Webb’s a good mind to give up Napoleon and move over to the Civil War, only Dr. Gibbs being one of 

the greatest experts in the country just makes him despair. 

11. savant  

a learned person 

(PROFESSOR WILLARD, a rural savant, pince-nez on a wide satin ribbon, enters from the right with some 

notes in his hand.) 

12. vestige  

an indication that something has been present 

A shelf of Devonian basalt crosses it with vestiges of Mesozoic shale, and some sandstone outcroppings; 

but that’s all more recent: two hundred, three hundred million years old. 

13. evidence  

an indication that makes something apparent 

Cotahatchee tribes...no evidence before the tenth century of this era... hm...now entirely 

disappeared...possible traces in three families. 
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14. migration  

the movement of persons from one locality to another 

Migration toward the end of the seventeenth century of English brachiocephalic blue-eyed stock...for the 

most part. 

15. obliged  

under a moral obligation to do something 

We’re all very much obliged to you, I’m sure. 

16. illiterate  

not able to read or write 

We’re lower middle class: sprinkling of professional men...ten percent illiterate laborers. 

17. indifferent  

marked by no especial preference for one thing over another 

Politically, we’re eighty-six per cent Republicans; six per cent Democrats; four per cent Socialists; rest, 

indifferent. 

18. belligerent  

characteristic of an enemy or one eager to fight 

BELLIGERENT MAN AT BACK OF AUDITORIUM. 

19. injustice  

the practice of being unfair 

Is there no one in town aware of social injustice and industrial inequality? 

20. diligent  

characterized by care and perseverance in carrying out tasks 

WEBB. (tolerantly) Well, I dunno...I guess we’re all hunting like everybody else for a way the diligent and 

sensible can rise to the top and the lazy and quarrelsome can sink to the bottom. 

21. privilege  

a special advantage or benefit not enjoyed by all 

Mr. Webb’s cuttin’ his lawn over there; one man in ten thinks it’s a privilege to push his own lawn 

mower. 
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22. abrupt  

exceedingly sudden and unexpected 

(She gives him an abrupt kiss then strolls to the trellis.) 

23. awed  

inspired by a feeling of fearful wonderment or reverence 

And choir practice going on. (listens hard a moment, awed) - I think if you hold your breath you can hear 

the train all the way to Contoocook. 

24. scandal  

a disgraceful event 

SOAMES. (scandalized) Naturally I didn’t want to say a word about it in front of those others, (looks 

offstage) but now we’re alone - really, it's the worst scandal that ever was in this town! 

25. scowl  

frown with displeasure 

I can see Mr. Soames scowling at the window now. (laughs at the thought) You’d think we’d been to a 

dance the way the menfolk carry on. 

26. reluctant  

not eager 

(He puts book reluctantly on the table and rises.) 

27. insist  

be emphatic or resolute and refuse to budge 

And if I get that legacy, well, I’m going to insist on it. 

28. reckon  

expect, believe, or suppose 

I reckon you’ll have your wood chopped for a while anyway. 

29. burgle  

enter and rob a dwelling 

They haven't got nothing fit to burgle and everybody knows it. 
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